
CEDAR CLIFF HIGH SCHOOL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT 

FEBRUARY 20, 2020 
 
 

Mr. Cook’s Intro to Business and Entrepreneurship classes are preparing business plans for 
a competition at the end of March at Bloomsburg University called the Husky Dog Pound.  The 
students will present their completed plans to Dr. Stoltz and some local business owners in early 
March.  Dr. Stoltz and the business owners will then pick the four best plans to compete at 
Bloomsburg for $10,000.00 worth of prizes.  Stay tuned to see how we do! 
 
Student Council just got the date for our annual Lincoln Drive fund-raiser.  It will be held on 
Thursday, May 7th in the planetarium parking lot.  Please mark the day on your calendars we have 
a chance to earn $8,000.00 for the day, all you have to do is test drive a Lincoln around the school 
parking lot.  Thank you in advance for helping.  

 
The Choral Department is a flurry of activity this time of year.   Preparations for the Spring 
Musical, INTO THE WOODS are well underway.  We invite you to "come into the woods" with us 
this season and see how we all contain depths of courage, love, and compassion that will allow 
us to overcome our greatest obstacles and achieve our biggest dreams.   This story is set to 
captivate our community and make our school proud!  The show dates are March 19th, 20th, & 21st 
at 7:00 PM and March 22nd at 2:00 PM, we hope to see you at the show.  
 
On another note, at the end of February, four Cedar Cliff High School Choral Singers, Lilliane 
Campbell, AJ Frownfelter, Alex McQuade, and Jonah Petruschke have all successfully auditioned 
to participate in the PMEA Region 5 Chorus.  This is the first time in at least the last 10 years that 
Cedar Cliff has had 4 students in Regional Choir.  They will audition for State Chorus at the festival 
and continue to make the department proud.  It is truly a special time to be a part of the music 
department at Cedar Cliff. 

 
(Left) On February 18th, the Emerson School students got a 
much-anticipated treat when Rae Ann Parsons’s family 
brought her show heifer, a dairy calf, and a show goat to 
Cedar Cliff High School.  This was in support of Rae Ann’s 
project involving the evolution of the American Dairy farm. 
Students were excited and they got the chance to pet and 
take pictures of the dairy calf and goat while they were at 
Cedar Cliff.  
 
The Emerson School students are preparing to start the 
“intermission podcast project.” Each student will be 
producing an original podcast to discuss a topic reflective of 
issues in American society today. Students will then have 
the choice to enter their podcast in the 2020 NPR Student 
Podcast Challenge with the chance to have their creations 
broadcast over the radio. The finished works will be 
uploaded to the Emerson School website so members of the 
West Shore School District community can listen.  

 
 



English: 
Ms. Forsyth's English I classes will be having their poetry awards celebration on Thursday of this 
week. They will volunteer to read one or more of the original poems they wrote for their culminating 
poetry project. The classes each have decided on the categories for the awards. The class will 
also vote for the winners. Currently, students are reading the novelette Anthem. They will be 
completing two projects after reading.  For the first, they will have a choice of options that involve 
analyzing for a specific literary element such as characterization, theme, tone and mood.  They 
will be quoting the text and drawing images or writing original song lyrics.  They will also be writing 
a paper on the theme and whether or not they agree with it and again citing the text in their 
discussion. 
 
In Ms. Russell’s English 1 classes this week, students are completing a grammar review before 
jumping into their next novel.  In her Level 1 classes, the students are taking ownership of the 
class and teaching the content themselves. They have taken this to a new level and have been 
very creative with videos and games, making even grammar fun! 
 
Mrs. Wolfe Junior English classes are beginning to read The Great Gatsby.  Students are learning 
about the roaring 20's and the disparity between the rich and poor.  Students will be analyzing the 
theme of hope and the American dream.   
 
Mrs. Hoch's A.P. classes are working their way through analyzing famous American speeches 
and documents like The Declaration of Independence, Speech to the Virginia Convention, and 
Thomas Paine's The Crisis. Their goal in dissecting each document is to identify various rhetorical 
devices used within each. 
 
Mrs. Hoch's senior students are reading the novel Trapped by Michael Northrup, which describes 
the plight of seven teens trapped in the high school for a week during one of the worst nor'easter 
winter storms in history.  The plot, as you can imagine, is truly alarming in that friendships and 
relationships are tested, survival skills are learned quickly, and the mortality rate increases as the 
days pass without assistance in their freezing cement tomb. 
 
National Honor Society students continue to provide service to others by tutoring during flexes, 
and restocking the Necessity Closet.  They will be called upon to donate food items to THON in 
two weeks, and are excited about helping at the upcoming kindergarten registrations at 
the elementary schools.  They will be handing out 700 books entitled Kindergarten, Here I Come, 
which were bought with donations from teachers across the district.  
 
Key Club sold Candygrams for Valentine's Day.  Students and teachers were able to purchase a 
Candygram that included a personal note and a lollipop.  Each Candygram was delivered on 
Valentine's day during first period.  Key Club raised over $100 to donate to the American Heart 
Association through this event.   
 
The Life Skills classes have been spending time in our new PAES (Practical Assessment 
Exploration System) Lab during Careers class.  This lab is a work skills formative assessment of 
vocational and employment potential, in a simulated work setting.  Students have the opportunity 
to explore 260 "hands on" skills that are essential for participation in most vocational-technical 
and community-based employment settings, in the areas of Business Marketing, Computer 
Technology, Construction Industrial, Processing Production, and Consumer Service.  This 
assessment will provide answers to questions typically asked when developing a post-high 
transition plan, monitoring and planning community-based work experiences, and paving the way 
for a successful transition to adult life. 
 



 
 

(Below) On February 13th Friends Forever held their Valentine’s Day event at Cedar Cliff High 
School. Friends and their buddies decorated cookies together, created Valentine’s Day themed 
art work, and SANG KARAOKE!  This unique organization helps create long lasting friendships 
between students with intellectual, developmental, and other disabilities with those in the general 
education environment.  Students are matched in a mutually enriching one-to-one friendship and 
participate in various events throughout the school year. 

 

We are looking forward to spring weather so we can get outside and take in a CCHS Baseball 
game this season. 
 
 
 

(Left) For the second year in a row, 
the JROTC Leadership and 
Academic Bowl (JLAB) team 
competed in the second tier of the 
annual academic competition.  
Pictured  are Team Captain Abby 
DelliGatti (front) along with (from left 
to right) Khoi Ngo, Hyon Kim, Nina 
Zheng, Emma Kurtz-Olin and Gina 
Ledermann. 
 
Out of the over 1,600 JROTC 
academic teams that competed 
from around the world, only 320 
earned scores high enough to 
advance into the second round.  
This year’s team from Cedar Cliff is 
hoping to break into the third tier for 

the first time in program history.  If they do, they will advance to the National JROTC Academic 
Bowl competition and face approximately 50 other teams in June. 



 
 

 
On Friday, January 29th, The 
Cedar Cliff High School Ballroom 
Dance Club performed at the 
Snowfall Ball in Chambersburg.  
The group was the main 
Showcase Performance Troup 
and demonstrated several 
classical ballroom dance styles 
with the theme "Dancing in the 
Movies, Part III.” 
 
Events were scheduled through-
out the four-day festival and 
include, but were not limited to, 
the official ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, live ice carvings and 
demonstrations, the Snowfall Ball, 
Chili Q cook-off,  Beer Garden, 

live glass blowing demonstrations, Icing on the Cake competition, the free double-wide ice slide 
and Run Your Ice Off 5K. 
 
IceFest is an important area fund-raiser, which enjoys the support of local businesses and 
community members.  Local volunteers plan and coordinate the four-day festival.  
 
 
Gifted Program: 
 
International Poetry and Story Telling Competition 

 
(Left) Congratulations to junior Maria 
Rahmouni, for winning first place in the 
International Poetry and Storytelling 
competition for her poem, "170,000." The 
World Affairs Council of Harrisburg sponsored 
the competition and festival, which was held 
Monday, January 20th at Temple University in 
Harrisburg. The festival featured acclaimed 
poets in celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. Way to go Maria!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PA Stock Market Competition First Place for Cedar Cliff! 
 
(Left) Congratulations to senior Thussenthan 
Walter-Angelo who won first place out of 88 
teams competing in the 10-week computerized 
PA Stock Market Game simulation! 
Thussenthan participated in the competition 
through Mrs. Kamps’s Special Interest class. He 
received “$100,000.00” to invest in the markets 
and ended with an equity of “$123,496.26.” He 
outperformed other high school teams from 
Manheim Township, Warwick, Northern 
Lebanon, and East Pennsboro to finish first. 
Well done! 
 

 
 
 
First and Second Place Winners Voice of Democracy Audio Essay Competition 

 
(Left)  
Congratulations to sophomores 
Jackson Green and Eliah Houck, 
pictured with Mrs. Kamps, Cedar 
Cliff Special Interest Teacher.  
Jackson and Eliah wrote and 
recorded speeches addressing the 
theme “What Makes America 
Great?” for the Voice of Democracy 
Competition, sponsored by the 
VFW.  They completed their work as 
Special Interest projects. Eliah was 
awarded first place and Jackson 
second place for our region by the 
New Cumberland VFW! Eliah’s 
speech then advanced to win 

second place for the VFW District 18. The students were recognized at the VFW District 18 
Banquet on February 9. Congratulations! 
 
 
Athletics: 
February brings us post-season competition for our winter athletes. Once again, Cedar 
Cliff teams excelled and were represented in post-season competition.  
 
Our swimming and diving team had multiple entries at the MPC Swimming and Diving 
Championships. Out of this, freshman Vivian Cameron placed 5th in diving and will 
compete in the upcoming District 3 Diving Championships to be held on Saturday at 
Wilson HS.  She certainly has a bright future. 
 



 
 

Our wrestling team qualified for the Team District Tournament where they were the two- 
time defending champions.  Unfortunately, the team suffered a close first round match to 
Exeter. The focus now turns to the individual post-season and five of our wrestlers 
qualified for this week-ends District 3 Tournament.  Representing the Colts will be Aiden 
Lewis, Elijah Ikeda, Aidan Bachman, Jeremie Prograis and Creed Bogardus. 
 
Girls Basketball qualified for the District 3 playoffs for the 6th straight year and entered the 
tournament as the #11 seed. They ended up falling to Manheim Township on Monday 
completing their season.  However, the team graduates one senior and will certainly be 
in great shape to earn a return trip to the playoffs next season. 
 
Finally, our Boys Basketball team returned to the District 3 playoffs for the second time in 
Coach Savercool’s tenure here at Cedar Cliff.  The team lost a tough first round game to 
Shippensburg, but are still alive for the 9th and final spot for the PIAA playoffs.  That road 
begins on February 20th with a home contest v Lower Dauphin.  If the Colts can string 
together three straight victories the team will qualify for the PIAA tournament. 
 
 
 


